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LIGHT YEARS is a journey into the memory of the universe. A memory that begins in the stars and is gathered
inside the elemental particles that make up matter. It is a hymn to the complexity of the light that creates life
in its path. It is an opportunity to remember that everything in existence was once nothing but star dust.
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UNIVERSE is a multimedia installation focussing on the view of the world pro-
vided by astronomy today and on the experiencé.ggcontemplating, from Earth,
the cycle of light in its never-ending succession of days and nights.

Following the sun’s course from dawn until the moment when the night
plunges into total darkness, the piece represents the universe as a detached
body that could be looked at from the outside.

The great telescopes of the Roque de los Muchachos Astrophysics Observa-
tory, the technological eyes of the modern world, meet here with an ingenious
mechanism of spinning screens which, in their constant motion, reveal some
of the questions that have always piqued human curiosity and that both arts
and sciences strain to understand.

The soundtrack of the installation is composed of frequencies emitted by
celestial bodies - the sun, the moon, the planets... - captured and transcribed
by NASA.



GLIMPSE OF THE UNIVERSE is a film by Eugénia Balcells, in conversation with the astronomer Marc Balcells,
director of the Isaac Newton Group of Telescopes at the Roque de los Muchachos Observatory (Canary Islands).
genia and Marc share a long-standing complicity. As children they would scrutinise the skies together
¢ 'ntlflc guidance of the adults in a large family of architects headed by an inventor grandfather.
awoke in Eugenia Balcells a lifelong interest in light and the way it behaves. Her first
n WhICh led her to study Fine Arts at the University of lowa (USA) and to develop
sion in which space and time are always multiple and mutually penetrable.

[0EBIUS SPACES was a fold-out book, with no beginning or end, that opened
lesting the paradoxical space of a Mdebius strip.
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In his desire to understand the night sky, Marc Balcells built his first telescope when he was 17 and was caught in
the web of questions suggested by the stars. His interest in astronomy grew into a professional career that, since
his doctorate from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (USA), has led him to collaborate on and direct many re-
search projects aimed at understanding the origin, growth and morphogenesis of the galaxies, following the trail
of the expanding universe that is the object of his studies.

As Director of the Isaac Newton Group of Telescopes, he currently enables astronomers from around the
world to make the observations that may help reveal the mysteries of the sky.
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LIGHT YEARS consists of two installations, UNIVERSE and FREQUENCIES, accompanied by the film GLIMPSE OF THE
UNIVERSE and the mural HOMAGE TO THE ELEMENTS. These four pieces have been made by Eugénia Balcells in the past
three years, during which time her artistic career has been recognised with the gold Medal for Merit in the Fine

Arts 20009.
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Astrofisica de Canarias and NASA.
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CIRCULAR

LIGHT YEARS is a production by the Subdireccién General de Promocién de las Bellas Artes del
Ministerio de Educacidn, Culturay Deporte (Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport Department
for the Promotion of Fine Arts) of a project by Eugénia Balcells, with the participation of the
Circular Asociacién para la Difusién de las Artes (Circular Association for the Promotion of
the Arts) and in collaboration with the Isaac Newton Group of Telescopes at the Instituto de




